
Health and Safety Plan Summary: Grove City Area School District 

Anticipated Launch Date: (August 1, 2020) 

Use these summary tables to provide your local education community with a detailed overview of your Health and Safety Plan. LEAs 
are required to post this summary on their website. To complete the summary, copy and paste the domain summaries from the 
Health and Safety Plan tables above. 

Facilities Cleaning, Sanitizing, Disinfecting and Ventilation 

Requirement(s) Strategies, Policies and Procedures 
* Cleaning, sanitizing, disinfecting, and ventilating 

learning spaces, surfaces, and any other areas 
used by students (i.e., restrooms, drinking 
fountains, hallways, and transportation) 

When operating in the Green Phase: 
 
The GCASD will utilize input from the CDC Reopening 
Guidance for Cleaning and Disinfecting Schools to 
minimize the risk of Exposure to COVID-19 throughout our 
buildings and grounds.  
 
The District will continue to be committed to maintaining a 
clean, healthy working environment for all stakeholders.  
 
Check lists by room and sign off sheets will be 
implemented to ensure thorough cleaning occurs daily.  
The GCASD is committed to maintaining a clean and 
healthy learning and working environment. Custodial crew 
members will be receiving professional training based 
upon cleaning and specific chemical application protocol 
that exists. Specific protocols associated with locker 
rooms and high traffic areas will be developed throughout 
the summer months to ensure the health, safety and 
welfare of the GCASD students and staff members.  
 
Hand Sanitizing Stations will be available at school 
entrances, high traffic areas (gymnasiums, cafeterias and 
building offices), and in each classroom. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/reopen-guidance.html


 
Water fountains will be disabled. 
  

Social Distancing and Other Safety Protocols 

Requirement(s) Strategies, Policies and Procedures 
* Classroom/ learning space occupancy that allows 

for a minimum of 6 feet of separation (per CDC 
Guidelines) among students and staff throughout 
the day, to the maximum extent feasible 

 
* Restricting the use of cafeterias and other 

congregate settings, and serving meals in 
alternate settings such as classrooms 

 
* Hygiene practices for students and staff 

including the manner and frequency of 
hand-washing and other best practices 

 
* Posting signs, in highly visible locations, that 

promote everyday protective measures, and how 
to stop the spread of germs 

 
* Handling sporting activities consistent with the 

CDC Considerations for Youth Sports for recess 
and physical education classes 

 
Limiting the sharing of materials among students 
 
Staggering the use of communal spaces and 
hallways 
 
Adjusting transportation schedules and practices 
to create social distance between students 

When operating in the Green Phase: 
 
Alternative spaces will be utilized to minimize large 
groups and accommodate social distancing in the middle 
and high school school buildings. The District will 
continue its best efforts to comply with the 6 feet of social 
distancing provided by the CDC guidelines regarding 
social distancing. 
 
In all possible scenarios, students will be provided with 
individual user  materials.  In situations where individual 
user materials are not available, the district will ensure 
proper cleaning of shared items between uses. 
Additionally, parents/students will be given the option to 
purchase their own item(s) for their student. 
Determination will be made if the item is necessary for 
instructional purposes.  If not, the item will not be utilized 
if there is not enough for the entire population of students. 
 
The District is going to one-to-one Chromeooks for 
students during the 2020-2021 school year so students 
will not need to share this technology.  
 
Teachers will be asked to remove additional or 
unnecessary items in the rooms to allow for the 
separation of desks and other pertinent supplies.  
 
Alternative in-school schedules may be implemented. 
 
If the event that social distrancing requires students to not 
gather in large groups, the elementary school is equipped 
to have three large group rooms available for lunches in 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/youth-sports.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html


 
Limiting the number of individuals in classrooms 
and other learning spaces, and interactions 
between groups of students 
 
Coordinating with local childcare regarding on site 
care, transportation protocol changes and, when 
possible, revised hours of operation or modified 
school-year calendars 
 
Other social distancing and safety practices 

order to not have all students eat in one large group area. 
Alternative spaces will be utilized to minimize large 
groups and accommodate social distancing in the middle 
and high school buildings.  
 
Teachers and administrators will discourage students 
from gathering in other common areas such as the 
parking lot or commons area in our secondary buildings.  
 
Hygiene procedures will be reviewed with staff and 
students particularly at the beginning of the new school 
year.  Signs will be posted as reminders in all buildings. 
Continual review of hygiene procedures will occur 
particularly if protocols were to change.  
Signage developed by the CDC will be posted in all 
District buildings to remind students and staff of the 
importance of proper hygiene measures.  The signage 
will be age appropriate for the students in each building. 
 
 All visitors will be required to make an appointment prior 
to coming to the school buildings.  The 
Administrators/teachers will be limiting and/or eliminating 
invited guests into learning spaces.  The use of 
technology will be utilized to provide opportunities for 
students which once were face-to-face opportunities.  
 
 If/when sporting equipment is to be utilized for recess or 
other purposes the GCASD will adhere to the CDC 
Considerations for Youth Sports.  Teachers will monitor 
the closeness of students on the playground and in 
physical education courses.  Students will be encouraged 
to maintain social distance during play time.  Recess 
equipment will be limited. Equipment that is available will 
be thoroughly sanitized prior to and post recess.  
 
In Kindergarten through fifth grade, the teachers will have 
assigned restroom times for each classroom.  Each 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/youth-sports.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/youth-sports.html


teacher will monitor the number of students in the 
restrooms at one time. 
 
Bell schedules will either be staggered and/or a 
designated traffic pattern established to reduce the 
number of students in the hallway at one time and to 
keep the flow going in one way when possible. 

Parents will be encouraged to transport their students 
when feasible.  If students must utilize busing, students 
and drivers will be required to wear a mask or face 
covering while on the bus. 
  
*any updates to this will follow the most recent 
guidance/requirements provided from the PA Department 
of Health, PDE, and/or PA Governor’s Office. 
 
The District will continue to coordinate with these facilities 
as in the past for our students who are picked up and or 
dropped off at these facilities.  

Monitoring Student and Staff Health 

Requirement(s) Strategies, Policies and Procedures 
* Monitoring students and staff for symptoms and 

history of exposure 
 
* Isolating or quarantining students, staff, or 

visitors if they become sick or demonstrate a 
history of exposure 

 
* Returning isolated or quarantined staff, 

students, or visitors to school 
 
Notifying staff, families, and the public of school 
closures and within-school- year changes in 
safety protocols 

The staff will be trained on identifying the symptoms of 
COVID-19 and the importance of disclosure if identified as 
having COVID-19.  
 
Staff will be required to take their temperature prior to 
arriving at school each day and follow a district provided 
screening tool.  If they have a temperature of 100.4 
degrees or higher or meet other screening tool criteria, 
they are not to report to school. 
  
Parents will be required to take their child’s temperature 
prior to the child leaving for school each day and follow a 
district provided screening tool.  If a child has a 
temperature of 100.4 degrees or higher or meets other 



 screening tool criteria, the child will be required to stay 
home. 
  
Each building will have a designated quarantine area that 
is isolated from other areas of the building in the event 
there is a student, staff member or visitor that 
demonstrates COVID-19 symptoms. 
   
The District will follow the protocols set forth when 
determining if/when a student, staff member or visitor 
should return to the school setting after isolation.  The 
GCASD in collaboration with our school physician, Mercer 
County Health Services, and The State Department of 
Health will determine the protocol for decisions on when 
students and or staff should return safely to school after 
exposure to COVID-19. 
 
*any updates to this will follow the most recent 
guidance/requirements provided from the PA Department 
of Health, PDE, and/or PA Governor’s Office 
The District utilizes a variety of methods to communicate 
with staff, families, and the public with the updates.  
 
Currently, the District has utilized various social media 
platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, web- site and our 
District Channel on the local cable company.  The District 
also sends out mailings when necessary.  The District will 
continue to utilize these communication tools to notify 
stakeholders of changes due to phase changes.  

Other Considerations for Students and Staff 

Requirement(s) Strategies, Policies and Procedures 
* Protecting students and staff at higher risk for 

severe illness 
 
* Use of face coverings (masks or face shields) by 

all staff 

The School Nurse will in-service the staff on individuals 
who are at higher risk for severe illness.  
 



 
* Use of face coverings (masks or face shields) by 

older students (as appropriate) 
 
Unique safety protocols for students with complex 
needs or other vulnerable individuals 
 
Strategic deployment of staff 

The School Nurse will review students in our District to 
identify any students who are at a higher risk for severe 
illness.  
 
The School Nurse will hold discussions  with parents of 
students who are at higher risk for severe illness  to help 
determine the best plan for the student during the Green 
Phase.  
 
Face coverings will be mandated per the PA Department 
of Health for all staff and students unless exempt for the 
following: any staff who cannot wear a mask or face shield 
due to a medical condition, including those with respiratory 
issues that impede breathing, a mental health condition, or 
disability, and students who would be unable to remove a 
mask without assistance are not required to wear face 
coverings.  Individuals who are communicating or seeking 
to communicate with someone who is hearing impaired or 
who has another disability, where the ability to see the 
mouth is essential to communication, are not required to 
wear a mask; however, individuals should consider using 
another type of face covering such as a plastic face shield. 
Individuals who are unable to apply the PaDOH directives 
for face coverings, may have limited access to close 
proximity engagement with other members of the school 
community. 
 
*any updates to this will follow the most recent 
guidance/requirements provided from the PA Department 
of Health, PDE, and/or PA Governor’s Office 
 
The School Nurse will review students in our District to 
identify any students with complex needs or who are 
vulnerable  
 
The School Nurse will hold discussions  with parents of 
students who are at higher risk for severe illness  to help 

 



determine the best plan for the student during the Green 
Phase.  
 
In some offices, where there is a high volume of staff, a 
staggered schedule will be adhered to in order to maintain 
efficiency if a member of the team should become ill and 
others need to quarantine.  

 

 


